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Message from the Mayor

Greetings in this cultural month of October, when art and music are ever so delightful.

$2 283 o293 440 95 430 ol F59 2 1089y
o] 3R8EF 22 VE Y Bo)o} I3 HojslE FIFH HFAHq In this season of bountiful harvest, the people of Seoul and | share the joy of opening the
TR A o g2 gHE T 23 5 gl= T9gg el FA4A 2 A 2 3 fascinating ‘98 Seoul in Media exhibition at the Seoul Metropolitan Museum of Art which stands
2 N9 P33 g o] G >)m PR3 at the ancient and attractive site of Kyonghee palace.

: : This year, we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Korean government and celebrate
Do e < ol v = o] X Ko x]o:!a.lo 3 o A = : ) ; ’ o
5 AEAF 504 = _EI e o}: % _H g e 4 Hi“’ —" A i the year of film and photography. Stretching the vibrant wings of our city’ s second term of local
723 WAz Ao} A YA E HH Yoy A o Fof Po)A Y autonomy, the people of Seoul stand together to make a fresh start towards a more dynamic
i} shE H2g 3P4 4 YT £ RS YU future.
VAY Aole) 2} Aohhe AE h3d a4 AA Fob 42 T3 . |
Ask 34,2 429 WAs v I xolapl £ 9235} 2 AQUg, The '98 Seoul in Media exhibition aspires to deliver the daily cosmopolitan life through the world

of elegant photography, and will provide viewers with the unforgettable moments in Seoul s past
and present.

5 The city throbs with life and overflows with the various emotions of its residents. It is an
. environment which must be livable and provide for a healthy and enjoyable culture.

ol F e xde) FAU TBEAS G449, £ G4 2499 94.4.5%
dol 2 3hod 218 84S - £, HE uF, oA E - To display the endeavors for such a pleasant environment, “food, clothing, shelter” depicting

x \
2o} A Z9sins g the .d.a.”y |Ifl‘:.‘ m.thg city, have.been dgcuded as sub-themes for t.he 98 S‘eou! in Media. The
exhibition will highlight and bring to life all elements in our society that incorporate design,
including the city-scape, architecture, art, and media.

e, AFHLE, A3l 22, A4, A8, Aol H, 4He) S E ok o)
WA} 5D UG 443 g 43 255 EAARRS F8 FAE 5 It will be a unique pleasure for me to share with all citizens the state-of-the-art display modes
o= g EMYYP = E o] Edol: g AclEY ALE 2 ol F) 3 consisting of videos, computer art, paintings, sculptures, photographs, films, animation, installation
k58 & 9l o] A )2, art, and what not. It will especially be a remarkable experience to enjoy the pinnacle of creative
7 tech-art with the digital gallery showcasing the many faces of Seoul through electric sign boards.

£] o3 vl o 3} o T2 o ZE3 B3 = Zo]l ¥ olo 2 by . ) ) ;

£ 9 9 73 ‘1 e & EJQ ) 2} ;’l S ide. s (S Fj f . S —j- } if 1 | believe we can all look forward to taking a fresh look back on our city and  its culture, as well as

Z S0 5 (¢} ut . . . . gz . ; ; :

NE 34 THEA M9 425 2000 AT A2 HH) Mo = to picturing a new international Seoul and a new vision for the coming millenium with the help of
435 &3] F 214 g media technology.

Z2) A z';. 7) o 3_ zl_% W 23 %79 Finally, | wish to remember and thank Chairman Wan-Kyung Sung of the exhibition’ s
- 2) promotional committee, his fellow members, and the honored artists presenting their
admirable works for their contributions. And | would also like to convey my special thanks to the
people behind-the-scene for a most successful exhibition. Thank you.

October 16. 1998
Goh, Kun

HgEEA2 2 3] Mayor of Seoul
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A Small Vessel Cruising through the Reality of the Non-Standard

The second biannual exhibition, "City and Image" is the name of a small vessel that swings on
the sea of culture in our time. Seen from the viewpoint of the past exhibitions held at the Seoul
Municipal Museum, it is also a name of an experimental laboratory. It can be called a laboratory of
the non-standard. First of all, the peculiar spatial structure of the exhibition space, the Memorial Hall
for the Six Hundred anniversay of the city of Seoul, is non-standard. But the multi-dimensional and
ambitious mis-en-scene of the exhibition space is no less non-standard than the structure of the
space itself. The contents of the works that will be are highly experimental. Crossing the boundary
between the everyday life and art, their themes have boldly drawn close to the issues pertaining to
the former. The media used in the works are so diverse as to encompass painting, objet, installation,
photography, video, computer, animation, advertisement, fashion, food, architecture and outdoor
billboard. The age and tendency of the artists have broken away fromthe conventional wisdom. A
lot of darkhorses in their twenties and thirties were included in the exhibition while artists more
mature in terms of their career were chosen for their "youth®, not for their fame. In one word, the
peculiar color of the curatorship and the provocative issue are respected in this exhibition. This is
the result of the decision on the part of the execution committee that elected to employ a curator
system. According to this decision, the commissioned curator was given liberty to project the main
theme of the exhibition and to contact with the artists with his own agenda. For the Seoul Municipal
Museum, this method is new and exceptional in that it has not been employeed in the first exhibition.

The urban environment and the image culture are the condition of our life and atmosphere that
influence our senses and activities to a great extent. This is the reason why the urban environment
and the image culture are continuously positioned as one of the essential themes of contemporary
cultural theories. They are also unavoidable themes for the artists and they have already become the
major part of their artistic language since long ago. For this reason, the exhibition, "City and Image"
has huge significance. Especially so, as we are experiencing dazzling modernization and
urbanization unprecedented in the world history while being bewildered by the shock of the image
culture in an information society. At a present moment when we are approaching the anxious-filled
twentyfirst century, the fact that this kind of exhibition is held in the city of Seoul, Korea is immensely
significant and very special.

Considering such characteristics and significance of the exhibition, it is more than necessary
to secure sufficient amount of time and budget for a reasonable progress of its preparation. The
first and second exhibitions were held in too poor conditions. Indeed, in the process of preparing for
this exhibition, the focus had to be put on how to compensate the
insufficiency in the actual condition with the open concept of non-standard art and the
unconventioanl mis-en-scene in the display. In order to cope with such a circumstance, the curator,
display designer, artists, and executors had to go through a lot of painstaking labor.

However, the aesthetics of the non-standard and the unconventional mis-en-scene of the
display are only possible with scrupulous check-ups and sufficient amount of material and physical
support. | hope that, from next exhibition, there will be a fundamental improvement in all the
conditions that can really equal the value implied by the title of the exhibition.

On behalf of the execution commitiee, | express my gratitutde to the curator of the exhibition,
Young Chul Lee, the director of Wega Architects, Sohn Joo Min and his staff, executors of the city
of Seoul, and all the participating artists.

The Director of the Execution Committee, Wan-Kyung Sung
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™, Seol is where lives of urban dwellers are integrated.
Seoul is where liberal lives of Individuals are gathered.

» .
r than showing well-organized features, stays an unrestricted city where all the possibilities are gathered.

i Seoul is often bIar?’réd for its diffuseness; however, it is a beautiful city of free possibilities.
™ SRR g SR

/

Seoul continues to be newly bom.

Seoul is filled up with components most of which are temporarily placed.

Seoul is a restless city with construction sites seen everywhere.

Seoul impressés us with its dynamic shift from temporary structure to permanent structure.

In thié exhibition design,‘scaﬂold stands as symbol of temporary urban structureand wall as symbol of
i L

permanent structure.

The Exhibition Hall 1 is designed to show structures of the city adapting to each other,whereas,

2 the exhibition Hall 2 shows the structures coexisting in violet coliision.

The Exhibition Hall 1 represents a conservative spacewhere structures are properly arranged fo last permanently,
, whereas, the Exhibition Hall 2 represents a dynamic space where young, energetic structures rise.

L e

. Pathways such as hallway, stairs, ramp, and vinyl plastic house change like chameleon to lead our way.

Point structures such as in-between entrance halls, urban room, video room, and resting areasave us from boredom.

| intend to draw Seoul into the interior space of the museum where the necessities of urban life are exhibited.

And through outdoor exhibitions, it intends to let the museum out into daily life of Seoul.
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